European Advisory Council (EAC) 

Role and Agenda of the Chapter Convention

Dear friends, 

At the 7th European Congress on Epileptology the European Advisory Council (EAC) meeting will be held in the format of the European Chapter Convention, following the new tradition that has been developed very successfully in the previous years. At the first Chapter Convention, in 2002 in Madrid, there were 20 Chapters, in 2004, in Vienna - 26, and almost all European Chapters nominated delegates for the Chapter Convention in Helsinki.

The European Epileptology unifies 42 Chapters now, and we would like to pay a tribute to our distinguished colleagues, leading the EAC since 1993: Peter Wolf and Heinz-Gregor Wieser, Svein Johannessen and Peter Halasz, Federico Vigevano and Kristina Malmgren.

According to the regional ILAE policy and the core structure of the European Epileptology, the European Triangle, EAC is developed in intimate connection with the Commission of European Affairs (CEA) and EUREPA. This partnership is represented in the Agenda of the present Convention and will be maintained in future. 

EAC, as the Assembly of all European Chapters, is regarded as a working and influential forum, a kind of the “European Parliament in Epileptology”. The priorities in the work of the EAC will be:

· Education (in close cooperation with EUREPA and the ILAE Commission on Education)

· Improvement of epilepsy care targeting on the adequate management being accessible to all patients in all countries

· Regional and inter-regional cooperation between the European Chapters, forming the “working networks” in specific areas of epilepsy care and research

· Special attention to the particular needs of different Chapters.

A Chapter Convention will be planned annually, with the presentation of different views on the development of epilepsy care, education in epileptology and promoting research in all regions of Europe, exchanging opinions and experience. These views and suggestions will be very important for the activity of the CEA, representing the “Government”, working in collaboration with the EAC as “Parliament”. 

The Agenda of the present Chapter Convention is attached. Many essential issues will be presented and discussed at the Chapter Convention: Global Campaign, collaboration with other European Medical Societies, FONDE and EURAP. A special attention at the Chapter Convention will be paid to EUREPA and Education in Epileptology. The CEA report constitutes a substantial part of the Agenda. 
The Discussion Group session forms the key part of the Аgenda and was planned according to the Chapter’s proposals:

1. Providing comprehensive epileptology in countries with insufficient resources.
2. How to improve the educative efforts towards level 1 and level 2 about epilepsy, so as to improve the provision of basic epilepsy care. 

3. Development of pediatric epilepsy care in Europe.
4. AED generics in the treatment of epilepsy.


These Group discussions are of vital importance for targeting our activity for the present term, and we are looking forward to the most active role of all the European Chapters. Each opinion and initiative will be very much appreciated and will be very valuable for further development of epileptology in Europe over the next years.

We are looking forward to the most productive discussions and suggestions, and the feed-back will be given at the next Chapter Convention in 2007. 

Best regards,

Sincerely yours,

Professor Alla Guekht,



Dr. Svein Johannessen,

Chair,






Secretary
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